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At the November 1999 meeting of the Integrated Global Observing Strategy (IGOS) Partnership, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) agreed to organize a meeting to discuss the possibility of a disaster theme under IGOS.  Helen Wood, Director, NOAA Office of Satellite Data Processing and Distribution, chaired the meeting of interested IGOS Partners at the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Headquarters on September 28, 2000.  Ms. Wood will present the meeting results to the IGOS Partnership at its meeting, November 7-8, 2000, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Patricio Bernal, Assistant Director-General of UNESCO, opened the meeting, noting that the task before the group was a challenging one as the subject matter is broad and many countries have not identified their requirements in the various hazard areas.  Presentations on existing and planned activities in the disaster management area were given by:

–
Robert Missotten, UNESCO

–
Colin Summerhayes, UNESCO-IOC

–
Ann Larigauderie, International Council for Science (ICSU)

–
Helen Wood, Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS)

–
Sergio Camacho, U.N. Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNCOPUOS) and its Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA)

–
Sergio Camacho (on behalf of Francesco Pisano), U.N. International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR)

–
Levin Lauritson, Global Disaster Information Network (GDIN)

After a presentation by Linda Moodie/NOAA on the IGOS Process and Criteria for an IGOS Activity, the group discussed the possibility of an IGOS Theme in the disaster/hazards area.  All agreed that disaster management is an important challenge.  The question before the group was whether an organization(s) would step forward to champion this critical area in terms of organizing an IGOS Theme, whether the timing was premature due to the complex number of hazards, parties involved, and requirements to be specified, or whether an IGOS Theme was necessary as the field may be adequately organized and addressed elsewhere.  

The meeting concluded that while the subject matter was indeed complex, there might be some benefit from a more integrated strategy that considered activities in the research and operational domains and identified observational needs from multiple sources (satellite and in situ).  Participants advised that it would be useful to narrow the focus of a disaster theme, especially as the requirements for several hazard areas could be incorporated into existing or upcoming IGOS themes or were already addressed in other fora, e.g., weather-related hazard requirements are addressed by the World Meteorological Organization. 

Interest was expressed by ICSU and UNESCO in exploring with their respective organizations and other contacts the development of an IGOS Theme on Geological-Geophysical Hazards (earthquakes-volcanoes-landslides).  The Chair invited these organizations to put forward their ideas or a proposal, noting the IGOS Partnership meetings of November 2000 and June 2001.  After conferring with the necessary parties, they will share their intentions with the meeting Chair before she reports to the IGOS Partners in November 2000.
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