Klingenthal Symposia

'ronment: An Anabaptist Perspective on a Sustainable
ld. Kline says:

“one’s livelihood comes from the Earth - from the
ind, from creation on a sensible scale, where
umans are a part of the unfolding of the seasons,
xperience the blessings of drought-ending rains,
nd see God’s spirit in all creation - a theology for
ving should be as natural as the rainbow following
summer storm (2000: 69).

line’s first book, Great Possessions: An Amish Farm-
Journal (1990), is a collection of natural history essays
rote originally for Family Life magazine, an Amish
1al read mainly within Amish communities. The
's, which describe wildlife on and around Kline’s 120-
farm, are grounded, he says, in a belief “in nurturing
supporting all our community - that includes people
-1l as land and wildlife” (xxi).

ratching the Woodchuck: Nature on an Amish Farm
/), like the earlier book, includes short essays that
re the varied life forms on the Kline farm. In
ion, Kline describes the joy he finds in the shared
-work of a community made up of non-Amish neigh-
s well as the families in his own congregation. The
ge of labor that makes possible a kind of farming
es not depend on expensive technology reminds
1€ says, “of a river - serene and beautiful, yet within
le flow is great strength” (204).

*’s writing examines the joys of simple living,
d by “plain” Amish values. He joined with friends,
members, and neighbors in the spring of 2001 to
Farming Magazine: People, Land, and Community.
- magazine’s first editorial, “Letter from Larksong,”

s writing explores this fun, grounding his faith and

ne songs of birds, the changing seasons, and the
found in work done together for a common
With his two books and Farming Magazine’s
© circulation, as well as increasingly frequent
engagements, Kline’s call for a spiritually-

d. sustainable agriculture has begun to reach well
4 Amish communities.

William Nichols
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Klingenthal Symposia

In October 1995, Pax Christi, France, through its Commis-
sion on the Protection and Management of the Creation
chaired by Dr. Jean-Pierre Ribaut, also Director of the
Environment Division at the Council of Europe, organized
the first in a series of symposia on Ecology, Ethics and
Spirituality at the Klingenthal Castle in Alsace, France.
These symposia aimed for a dialogue between scientists
and representatives of different spiritual and ethical ap-
proaches, and were remarkable for the breadth of different
perspectives they brought together, including Christian,
Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, Shintoist, Bahd'i,
Australian Aborigine, African Animist, Native Canadian,
Brazilian and Peruvian Indian, Finish Sami, Materialistic-
Universalist and Masonic. Leading scientists shared their
views and explored common interests with those on the
spiritual side, or sometimes combined the two. The first
symposium issued the Klingenthal Appeal calling for
united efforts to inspire respect for nature and sustainable
management of resources, harmonizing scientific, aesthetic
and spiritual approaches. This first symposium was fol-
lowed by a series of more thematic Klingenthal Symposia
applying the same approach, on water, source oflife (1997),
soil, cultures and spiritualities (1998), trees and forests
(1999), and animals and fauna (2001). Each explored the
environmental and scientific challenges under the theme
and the perspectives and contributions that each form of
spirituality could bring to those challenges. The proceed-
ings of the symposia have been published by the Charles
Leopold Mayer Foundation for the Progress of Humanity.

Arthur Dahl
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