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ENVIRONMENT AS A FACTOR OF PEACE

Today, the environmental news are so negative, between the accelerating
climate change, loss of biological diversity, health problems from pollu-
tion, and many other ways that we misuse our planet and its resources,
that we can forget that the environment can also be a factor of peace. En-
vironmental security is a fundamental component of human security, and
this is as true in the Balkans as in every other part of the world.

One reason for the potential use of the environmental issues for peace
and reconciliation is that they are generally based on scientific evidence,
which is in itself politically neutral. A toxic chemical is as threatening to
the people to the right as to the left of the political spectrum, and from
all ethnic groups. Climate change is affecting all countries, rich and poor,
even if the poor are more vulnerable and less able to compensate the dam-
age done. The environment is also the subject of growing public concern,
which can make it easier for politicians to take action.

Furthermore, many environmental problems are transboundary in
nature. Air pollution does not stop at a political border. A river catchment
may include several countries, with watershed mismanagement, water use
or pollution upstream affecting other countries downstream. Migratory
species may cross many countries without belonging to any of them. The
Adriatic, the Mediterranean coast and the Black Sea are shared resourc-
es. For all of these, countries must collaborate for effective environmen-
tal management, and many regional conventions have been negotiated
to provide the framework for peaceful cooperation in the situations that
might otherwise lead to tension and even a conflict.

Today, as human society and the economy globalize and reach plan-
ctary limits, global environmental challenges are forcing all countries to
find the means and political will to work together. Just as a quarrelling
family will unite when faced with a common threat, so are all nations
increasingly recognizing that issues like stratospheric ozone depletion,
climate change and planetary resource limits for food, water, energy, and
other natural resources can only be addressed through united global ac-
tion with common but differentiated responsibilities.
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